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Cities covered in this package.

Delhi, Jaipur, Agra 
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Le passage to India has put together a special journey to India especially for the women. The journey provides a glimpse into the life of woman in rural and urban India, the culture and traditions of the country and a shopping experience like none other. Along with sightseeing the tour is dotted with special encounters with Indian women and families at their homes, culinary feasts, cultural interaction and shopping. The tour begins at Delhi and proceeds to Jaipur and then on to Agra at a moderate pace giving you ample time to absorb the experience of a vast and diverse country like India. Shopping in India can be a delightful and thrilling experience where you will be able to buy just about anything you are looking for. There are an infinite variety of souvenirs to take home, from centuries old craft items, to the latest gizmos on the block. Amazing numbers of fantastic markets````` and bazaars bustle with local flavor and trade, and even the most uninterested are tempted to buy something! For the shopaholic, it is paradise indeed!

			

	Day 01 Arrive Delhi

Arrive Delhi by late night flight. Meeting and assistance on arrival and transfer to the The Metropolitan Nikko Hotel. 

Delhi: The capital city of modern India has behind it centuries of history, which has enriched its culture. Nowhere has tradition blended with modernity on a scale as evident in Delhi - age-old monuments stand check by jowl with ultra modern hi-rise buildings. Delhi has been the seat of power for centuries. Today old and new city combine to present a harmonious whole offering the traveler, elegant shops, broad laburnum lined avenues, sun warmed elegant forts and mosques that were once stronghold of Mughal powers and colorful bazaars.

Overnight at the Hotel.
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Day 02 Delhi

Morning: Exploring of Old Delhi takes you to Jama Masjid, - The largest mosque in India. Drive past the magnificent Red Fort, - a marvel in red sandstone, built on the banks of River Yamuna by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan. Drive past Chandni Chowk, once an imperial avenue of Mughal Royalty which today is the busiest commercial area of the city. Visit Raj Ghat (memorial to Mahatma Gandhi). 

Afternoon: Attend a workshop addressed by Ms. Farida Khan, Head of Gender Studies at Delhi University. Get to know about India and its women, its traditions, its festivals and much more. Interact with her one on one and learn how the women have transformed themselves, mixing the traditional with the modern, in the 21st century.


Proceed for a visit to Lady Irwin College:
Spread over 16.5 acres of land with red brick buildings amidst sweeping lawns and resplendent trees in the heart of New Delhi, the College has highly qualified teaching faculty, many of who have received national and international recognition for their teaching, research and publications. 

The collage specializes in teaching Home Sciences and prepares young girls on how to successfully manage a home. 

After the workshop proceed for Delhi Haat.

Delli Haat: The food and craft bazaar is set-up over a sprawling area of approx. 27,000 sq.m. This bazaar is the first attempt to provide leisure and recreational facility for the tourists and the citizens of Delhi.

The Delhi Haat is a nice place to spend some time. The concept envisages setting up of food stalls serving authentic Indian food and simultaneously providing a bonanza of Indian handicrafts which would be available on sale directly by Indian craftsmen.

Overnight at the Hotel.

Day 03 Delhi

Morning: Explore New Delhi. Visit the 12th century Qutab Minar, gracefully hand-carved for its entire height of 234ft, and the iron pillar, which has withstood the ravages of time and not rusted even after 1500 years. Visit the mausoleum of emperor Humayun - a forerunner of the Mughal style of architecture. Drive past the India Gate (war memorial dedicated to the lives of laid down by the Indian soldiers), the president's residence - formerly the Viceroy's Palace, Parliament House and the Secretariat buildings, - an interesting blend of the Victorian and 20th century architecture. 

Afternoon: Visit to Santushti Shopping Complex.
Developed by the Air Force Wives Association, the Santushti Shopping Arcade opposite the Ashoka Hotel is a popular up-market haunt. The pebbled paths lead up to the 30-odd store complex, laid out on a rolling garden, where apparel, furnishings and accessories are available. A restaurant and patisserie add to the quiet charm of the place.

Late afternoon: An interaction with members of the All India Women’s Conference (AIWC).
AIWC, one of the oldest voluntary organizations in India, was founded in 1927 by Margaret Cousins, an Irish Lady, who had made India her home. AIWC's original concern was women's education but gradually it took up various social and economic issues concerning women, such as purdah (veil), child marriage, trafficking and women’s property rights etc.

Today AIWC has over 1,00,000 members in 500 branches all over country. It is recognized as a premier organization working for women's development and empowerment.

AIWC runs campaigns and programs on various issues like education for school dropouts and adult women, financial support to women for their entrepreneurial endeavors, micro credit program, population management, Rural Energy, legal awareness, scholarship programs etc. 

The AIWC has a glorious past and eminent women such as Sarojini Naidu, Rameshwari Nehru, Vijaya Laxmi Pandit, Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Muthulakshmi Reddy, Lakshmi Menon, and Masuma Begum have been its presidents.

Overnight at the hotel.

Day 04 Delhi / Jaipur – By Surface (265Kms: 5Hrs.) 
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After breakfast drive to Jaipur. Meeting and assistance on arrival and check-in at The Rajputana Sheraton Hotel. 

Jaipur, also known as the pink City is a well planned city named after one of the greatest of the Rajput rulers, Maharaja Jai Singh II. It takes its name from the pink paint on its buildings. 

Afternoon: Tour begins with a visit to the Maharaja's City Palace, the former Royal residence, part of it converted into a museum. A small portion is still used by the Royal family of Jaipur. Built in the style of a fortified campus, the palace covers almost one-seventh in area of the city. One of the major attractions in the museum is the portion known as Armory Museum housing an impressive array of weaponry-pistols, blunderbusses, flintlocks, swords, rifles and daggers. The royal families of Jaipur once used most of these weapons. Later visit the Jantar Mantar, which is the largest stone and marble crafted observatory in the world. Situated near the gate of the city palace, the observatory has 17 large instruments, many of them still in working condition.

Evening visit to the Cottage Industries Exposition (CIE) which is one of the best handicraft centers of Jaipur. Enjoy the special bazaar (market) setup especially for you that include the Mehndi Wali (making designs on hands and feet by using temporary colors made from leaf extracts), Churi Wala (Bangle seller). Also see the local artisans making traditional jewellery items. Enjoy hi-tea at the lawns along with a cultural show of Rajasthani folk dance and music.

Proceed to Spice Court restaurant for a cooking demonstration followed by dinner.

Overnight at the hotel. 
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Day 05 JAIPUR
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Morning: visit Amber Fort. Amber is a classic, romantic Rajasthani Fort Palace. The rugged, time-ravaged walls of the Fort may not look beautiful from the outside, but the interiors are quite impressive. Miniatures painted on the walls depict hunting and war scenes, apart from festivals. Precious stones and mirrors are embedded into the plaster. En-route stop by at Hawa Mahal. 

Afternoon visit the home sciences department at Maharani Gayatri Devi College, University of Rajasthan to learn about urban university girl students.

Evening an interaction with local women gives a chance to learn about Rajasthani culture and traditions. Each person will be given a traditional Rajasthani dress to wear. A lecture is organized by a women activist to talk about the Indian women and the society. Also get to know about the traditional Indian “Solah Sringaar” (women/bridal make-up). 

Overnight at the hotel.

Day 06 Jaipur / Fatehpur Sikri / Agra (By surface - 240Kms: 6Hrs)

After breakfast drive to Agra visiting Fatehpur Sikri en-route.

You will stop at the deserted capital of the Mughal Empire, Fatehpur Sikri. The city was built by Emperor Akbar between 1570 and 1585 and suddenly abandoned 15 years later due to a severe water shortage. 

FATEHPUR SIKRI
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See the graceful buildings including the Jama Masjid, the Tomb of Salim Chishti, the Panch Mahal & the other palaces.

The attractions in Fatehpur Sikri are Jama Masjid - a beautiful building containing elements of persian and Hindu Design, The main entrance is through the 54 m high Buland Darwaza, the Gate of Victory, constructed to commemorate Akbar 's victory in Gujarat. The Hawa Mahal (Palace of the Winds) is a projecting room with walls made entirely of stone latticework. Birbal Bhavan, built either by or for Raja Birbal, Akbar's favourite courtier, this small palace is extremely elegant in its design and execution. Hiran Minar (Deer Minaret) is said to have been erected over the grave of Akbar's favourite elephant. Panch Mahal - This amusing little five-storey palace was probably once used by the ladies of the Court and originally had stone screens on the sides. The lower floor has 56 columns, no two of which are exactly alike.

Outside the Jama Masjid are the remains of the small stone - cutters' mosque. Chishti's cave was supposedly at this site and the mosque predates Akbar's imperial city.

Meeting and assistance on arrival and check-in at the hotel. Evening visit the house of a local family and interact with them over dinner.

Overnight at The Mughal Sheraton Hotel.

Day 07 Agra
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AGRA: On the right bank of the River Yamuna, Agra reigns over a glorious past created by warriors as skilled in art and architecture as they were on the battlefield. 

Your tour of Agra city starts with a visit to the Agra fort, a massive sandstone fortress started by Emperor Akbar in 1565 and completed by his grandson Emperor Shah Jehan.

Proceed on to the stunningly beautiful Taj Mahal, built by Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of his beloved queen Mumtaz Mahal. The construction of this building was started in 1631 and was completed in 1653.

Taj Mahal which is the seventh wonder of world built by Shahjahan as a memorial to his wife Mumtaz Mahal by the banks of river Yamuna. After her untimely death, Shahajahan had her mortal remains buried in this mausoleum. And after his own demise he was placed to rest next to his beloved queen in the same mausoleum The Taj has been called the most extravagant monument ever built for the sake of love. The great monument took almost 22 years to build and was completed in 1653. Around 20,000 workers from all over the country and central Asia were recruited to translate this dream into a reality. (Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays)

Overnight at the hotel.

Day 08 Agra / Delhi / Depart Delhi (By Surface - 205Kms: 4Hrs)

After breakfast visit the SAGA, a collection of some of the best handicrafts of India where you can interact with artisans who are at work on various crafts like marble inlay and weaving. 

Checkout from hotel followed by lunch and drive back to Delhi. Evening arrive at Delhi and directly proceed to explore Hauz Khas Village. 

Hauz Khas Village, Delhi: Even if you don't want to buy a designer sari or a shalwar kameez of the finest cotton, it's fun to see where Delhi's hip crowd hangs out. Set close to Balluchi deer park, Hauz Khas Village contains an array of Bo-ho boutiques and galleries. It has a slightly ramshackle atmosphere, which adds to the charm. Apart from fashion stores, there are art and craft shops and restaurants. The popular Village Bistro at Hauz Khas, with the Top of the Village restaurant above it. Hauz Khas means royal tank, or reservoir, and the original settlement here grew up around an early 14th century reservoir. In a park beyond the shops are several ancient and impressive ruins you can explore (although some are currently being restored) or simply sit and gaze at, your attention from time to time diverted by chipmunks and bright green parakeets.

As per the flight departure time option of overnight stay at the hotel or transfer to international airport to board flight for onward journey.

END OF PROGRAMME
CHECK-IN/OUT TIME 1200 NOON AT ALL HOTELS 
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HOTELS FORESEEN
CITY  
HOTEL (Room Category) 
No of Nights
Delhi 

The Metropolitan Nikko(Deluxe)

03

Jaipur

The Rajputana Sheraton (Chamber of Kings)

02

Agra

The Mughal Sheraton(Chamber of Kings) 

02

Room category foreseen is standard rooms all hotel unless specified otherwise.
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